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2 August 2017

Dear Interested and Affected Party/Stakeholder
Neighbouring or Adjacent Property Owners

BY Email & Post

RE: PROPOSED UPGRADE TO THE MR344 FROM GREAT BRAK TO HARTENBOS
(DEADP reference number – 16/3/3/6/7/1/D6/17/0166/16)

HilLand Environmental have been appointed as the Environmental Assessment Practitioners (EAP) by the
applicant, Western Cape Government Department of Transport and Public Works - Road Network
Management, to ensure compliance with the regulations contained in the National Environmental
Management Act (NEMA Act No. 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations
2014for the proposed upgrades to the MR344 from Great Brak to Hartenbos.

The proposal entails the upgrade of the Main Road 344 stretching from Hartenbos to Groot Brak.  The
upgrades entail minor road widening, resealing, maintenance of existing stormwater and drainage
structures. It also includes the creation of a concrete lined storm water channel and the upgrade and
expansion of the existing box culvert in Riverside.

In terms of NEMA 2014, GN No. R983 (Listing Notice 1), the following activities are triggered:
19. The infilling or depositing of any material of more

than 5 cubic metres into, or dredging, excavation,
removal or moving of soil, sand, shells, shell grit,
pebbles or rock of more than 10 cubic metres
from—

(i) a watercourse;

Excavation and moving of material as required for
the expansion of the existing box culvert in the
Riverside Area.  The culvert is within a tributary of
the Klien Brak Estuary and within its functional
zone.

Excavation and moving of material as required for
the creation of a concrete lined storm water
channel and side drain.  The position of the storm
water channel is within 100m inland of the estuary
high water mark.

19A

The infilling or depositing of any material of more
than 5 cubic metres into, or the dredging,
excavation, removal or moving of soil, sand, shells,
shell grit, pebbles or rock of more than 5 cubic
metres from—

(ii) the littoral active zone, an estuary or
a distance of 100 metres inland of
the highwater mark of the sea or an
estuary, whichever distance is the
greater; or

Excavation and moving of material as required for
the expansion of the existing box culvert in the
Riverside Area.  The culvert is within a tributary of
the Klien Brak Estuary and within its functional
zone.

Excavation and moving of material as required for
the creation of a concrete lined storm water
channel and side drain.  The position of the storm
water channel is within 100m inland of the estuary
high water mark.

48

The expansion of—
(i) infrastructure or structures where the

physical footprint is expanded by 100
square metres or more; or

where such expansion [or expansion and related
operation] occurs—

(a) within a watercourse;
(b) in front of a development setback; or
(c) if no development setback exists, within

32 metres of a watercourse, measured

Excavation and moving of material as required for
the expansion of the existing box culvert in the
Riverside Area.  The culvert is within a tributary of
the Klien Brak Estuary and within its functional
zone.



2

from the edge of a watercourse;
excluding—
(ee)   where such expansion occurs within existing

roads, road reserves or railway line reserves.

In terms of NEMA 2014, GN No R985 (Listing Notice 3), the following activities are triggered:

12

The clearance of an area of 300 square metres of
more of indigenous vegetation except where such
clearance of vegetation is required for
maintenance purposes undertaken in accordance
with a management plan.

In the Western Cape

i. Within any critically endangered or
endangered ecosystem listed in terms of
section 52 of the NEMBA or prior to the
publication of such a list, within an area
that has been identified as critically
endangered in the National Spatial
Biodiversity Assessment 2004;

Clearance of more than 300m2 of vegetation
which has been mapped as Endangered
Grootbrak Dune Strandveld for the minor widening
and upgrade of the MR344 from Hartenbos to
Groot Brak and the resurfacing of a section of
Sandhoogte Road (DR1583).

14

The development of—
(ii) infrastructure or structures with a physical

footprint of 10 square metres or more;

where such development occurs—
(a) within a watercourse;
(c) if no development setback has been
adopted, within 32 metres of a watercourse,
measured from the edge of a watercourse;

i. Western Cape

i. Outside urban areas:
(hh)  Areas on the estuary side of the

development setback line or in an estuarine
functional zone where no such setback line has
been determined.

Creation of a concrete lined storm water channel.

23.

The expansion of—
(iii) infrastructure or structures where the

physical footprint is expanded by 10
square metres or more;

where such [development] expansion occurs—
(a) within a watercourse;
(c) if no development setback has been
adopted, within 32 metres of a watercourse,
measured from the edge of a watercourse;

i. Western Cape

i. Outside urban areas:
(hh)  Areas on the estuary side of the

development setback line or in an estuarine
functional zone where no such setback line has
been determined.

Expansion and upgrade of the existing box culvert
in Riverside by more than 10m2.

The Basic Assessment Report will be available for comment from the 2nd of August 2017 on HilLand
Environmental’s website at www.hilland.co.za / current public processes / Proposed Upgrade of the MR344.
The period for your comments on the BAR closes within 30 days from its availability (2 August 2017 – 1
September 2017). Please provide us with your comments/concerns relating to the proposed activity during
this time frame in written format via post, email or fax. Please note that you need to declare your interest in
the above matter. Please note that only parties who register for the EIA process will be kept updated on the
process.

If you require any further information or assistance, please contact us on (044) 889 0229 (Tel) 086 542 5248
(fax) or Email: anje@hilland.co.za or alison@hilland.co.za .
Kind Regards
Anjé Taljaard
for HilLand Environmental


