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Visual and Environmental Motivation — Farm 219

The works associated with Farm 219 present a valuable opportunity to strengthen the
visual and environmental interface between the agricultural landscape and the adjoining
development. While a small portion of agricultural land has been transformed into a
hard driving surface below the retaining wall, this has enabled the creation of a
permanently rehabilitated and vegetated zone above the wall, an intervention that
results in a net positive visual and environmental outcome for the area.

The upper portion of Farm 219, located above the retaining wall, will now be
rehabilitated and permanently retained as a natural vegetated zone. This area will no
longer be used for cultivation but will instead establish a self-sustaining green buffer that
enhances the ecological, visual, and landscape character of the site.

Unlike cultivated fields, which are periodically disturbed and open in appearance, the
rehabilitated zone will mature into a dense, layered, and visually cohesive landscape
that naturally conceals the built edge and restores a continuous green horizon.

A key aspect of this rehabilitation strategy is the harvesting and repurposing of existing
indigenous vegetation currently present on site. Aloes and other indigenous species that
would otherwise be displaced during construction have been carefully removed, stored,
and will be replanted within the new rehabilitated area. This process ensures that the
ecological identity of the site is preserved, while simultaneously enriching the re-
vegetated buffer with mature, locally adapted plant stock. The result is a more authentic
and immediate integration of the new planting into the existing landscape character.

This rehabilitated zone will serve as a permanent visual buffer between the remaining
agricultural land and the adjoining development, an element that did not exist in the
original design. The inclusion of this vegetated area creates a broader, softer, and more
visually contained edge. This enhanced setback, paired with the permanent
rehabilitation, ensures that views from the east maintain their agricultural and natural
context, rather than exposing built form or hard surface areas.
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Planting within the zone will consist entirely of indigenous, water-wise species, arranged
to develop a natural hedgerow effect along the N2 fence line, mirroring the green belts
commonly found in the regional rural landscape. Over time, this vegetated band will
form a living screen, effectively concealing the lower hard-surfaced area, softening the
transition between farmland and the precinct, and reinforcing the perception of
continuity and rural character.

To protect this long-term visual integrity, no cutting, pruning, or clearing will be permitted
within the rehabilitated fence-line area. Vegetation will be allowed to mature naturally,
establishing a dense and enduring screening layer that enhances both the ecological
and visual quality of the site.

In summary, although a small area of agricultural land has been converted for hard-
surface use, the resulting landscape outcome represents a significant positive
enhancement. The introduction of the rehabilitated upper zone:

o establishes a permanent natural buffer that would not have existed under
previous agricultural conditions,

e reuses and reinstates existing indigenous plant species to preserve local
ecology,

e ensures a stronger and greener visual transition between farmland and
development, and

e contributes to the long-term scenic and environmental value of the wider setting.

This approach transforms the eastern edge of Farm 219 into a visually contained,
ecologically resilient, and contextually appropriate interface, ensuring a lasting positive
impact on both the natural and visual environment.
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General Notes

1. All work is to be done in accordance with the National Building Regulations.
2. All materials and workmanship are to comply with the relevant S.A.B.S codes and or
the specified international codes where applicable in the - Architectural specifications.
Where relevant South African National Standards, British Standards, BS codes of
practice, Agrément Certificates applicable to the design exists, the recommendations
and requirements of such documents to be considered a minimum standard for the
works.
3. The contractor shall in all aspects of the works comply with the provisions of the
Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act No 85 of 1993) and any regulations
promulgated in terms of that Act or the Factories Machinery and Building Works Act of
1941.

4. The contractor shall set up, document and maintain a quality assurance and quality
control system, in accordance with SANS 9001/ISO 9001, able to be checked to the
satisfaction of the Architect, that all materials and workmanship, whatever their
sources, meet the requirements of the Specification. Should the Contractor or any of
his sub-contractors be certified to the SANS 9000 family of standards then monitor
these works accordingly.
5. This drawing must be read in conjunction with all the relevant drawings, schedules
and specifications from Capita and all other consultants related to the project.

6. All portions of the works related to any service or consultant’s information is to be

done in accordance with the National Building Regulations.

7. This drawing is not to be scaled. Figured dimensions to be used.

All dimensions are in millimeters unless otherwise stated.

8. All dimensions and levels must be checked on site by the contractor before putting

work in hand.

9. All work to be executed by competent persons qualified for the specific trade.

10. This drawings is copyright reserved and remains the property of BAR Architects.
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