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Conditions of report use
1. The report is the property of the sponsor and the author, who may publish it, in whole, provided that:

1.1 That written approval is obtained from the author and that HilLand Environmental is acknowledged in the
publication;

1.2 That HilLand Environmental is indemnified against any claim for damages that may result from any
publication of specifications, recommendations or statements that is not administered or controlled by
HilLand Environmental;

1.3 The contents of this report may not be used for purposes of sale or publicity or advertisement without the prior
written approval of HilLand Environmental.

1.4 HilLand Environmental accepts no responsibility for failure to follow or comply with the recommended
programme, specifications or recommendations.

1.5 HilLand Environmental accepts no responsibility for deviation or non-compliance of any specifications or
guidelines

1.6 All figures, plates and diagrams are copyrighted and may not be reproduced by any means, in any form, in
part or whole.
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1 INTRODUCTION

HilLand Environmental have been appointed as the environmental assessment
practitioners (EAP) by the applicant, The Department of Transport and Public Works –
Western Cape Government to ensure compliance with the regulations contained in
the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA, No 107 of 1998) and the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 (as amended) for the closure of
the unlawful waste disposal dump adjacent to the proposed Concordia School,
Concordia, Knysna.

2 REQUIREMENTS OF THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

Section 41 of NEMA specifies that a person conducting a public participation process
must comply with the following minimum requirements as stipulated in the
Regulations:—

(a) fixing a notice board at a place conspicuous to the public at the boundary or
on the fence of (i) the site where the activity to which the application relates is
or is to be undertaken; and (ii) any alternative site; (One Notice board has been in
place since the 21st of June 2019, please see Annexure 3 for details)

(b) giving written notice, in any of the manners provided for in section 47D of the
Act, to:
(i) the occupiers of the site and, if the proponent or applicant is not the owner

or person in control of the site on which the activity is to be undertaken, the
owner or person in control of the site where the activity is or is to be
undertaken or to any alternative site where the activity is to be undertaken;
(The applicant is the landowner and as such no notification was required, however
the informal houses on a portion of the property outside of the waste disposal dump
site footprint have been notified, please see Annexure 1)

(ii) owners, person in control of, and occupiers of land adjacent to the site
where the activity is or is to be undertaken or to any alternative site where
the activity is to be undertaken;(Landowners of properties adjacent to sites where
listed activity are to take place have been notified by means of a letter drop, see
Annexure 1).

(iii) the municipal councilor of the ward in which the site or alternative site is
situated and any organisation of ratepayers that represent the community
in the area; (Annexure 6)

(iv) the municipality which has jurisdiction in the area; (Annexure 6)
(v)any organ of state having jurisdiction in respect of any aspect of the activity;

(Annexure 6) and
(vi) any other party as required by the competent authority;- Annexure 6)

(c) placing an advertisement in (i)one local newspaper; or (ii) any official
Gazette that is published specifically for the purpose of providing public notice
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of applications or other submissions made in terms of these Regulations;
(Annexure 2)

(e) using reasonable alternative methods, as agreed to by the competent
authority, in those instances where a person is desirous of but unable to
participate in the process due to (i)illiteracy; (ii) disability; or (iii)any other
disadvantage.

3 ROLE OF THE INTERESTED & AFFECTED PARTY

In terms of Section 42 of NEMA EIA Regulations, a registered interested & affected
party (I&AP) is entitled to comment, in writing, on all written submissions, including
draft reports made to the competent authority by the applicant or the Environmental
Assessment Practitioner (EAP) managing an application, and to bring to the attention
of the competent authority any issues which that party believes may be of
significance to the consideration of the application, provided that –

a) comments are submitted within (i) the timeframes that have been
approved or set by the competent authority; (ii) any extensions of a
timeframe agreed to by the Applicant or EAP.

b) A copy of comments submitted directly to the competent authority is served
on the Applicant or EAP; and

c) The I&AP discloses any direct business, financial, personal or other interest
which that party may have in the approval or refusal of the application, via
an advert in the local press.

Sections 43 & 44 of NEMA further specify that all written comments received by the
EAP from a registered I&AP must accompany the (public participation) report when
the report is submitted to the competent authority with the Final BAR.

The draft Basic Assessment Report (BAR) is available for public review and comment.
I&APs have a 30-day comment period (30 September 2019 – 29 October 2019) to
submit comment on this proposal.

All comments and communications received to date have been added into the
Comment and Responses to form part of this Public Participation Report (Please see
Section 5), and is submitted to the competent authority for review and decision
making.

4 LIST OF INTERESTED & AFFECTED PARTIES (I&APs)

The direct adjacent neighbouring property owners were all notified of the 30 day
commenting period, as well as of the need to register as I&APs.  Besides the
authorities, only Registered I&APs will receive further notifications with regards to this
BAR process.
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The following land owners have been notified of the proposal and EIA process.

Property owner:
 Department of Transport and Public Works – Western Cape Government
 Department of Education – Western Cape Government
 Informal shack dwellers occupying a portion of Erf 19624 adjacent to the

unlawful waste disposal dump footprint.

The following neighbouring property owners have been notified of the need to
register.

Adjacent neighbouring property owners:

 Please see the attached list (Annexure 1) of residence that was willing and able
to sign for the letter received during the letter drop that took place on the 21st

of June 2019.

The following Authorities have been requested to comment on the draft BAR:

State Departments:

 Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning – Danie
Swanepoel

 Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning – Waste
management – Thorsten Aab

 Department of Environmental Affairs – Danie Smith
 Department of Health – Manie Abrahams
 Department of Water and Sanitation – Malise Noe
 Department of Education / Concordia Primary - Various

Organs of State

 Cape Nature – Colin Fordham
 SANParks – Maretha Alant
 HWC – Waseefa Dhansay
 Knysna Municipality – Pam Booth
 Knysna Municipality – Wesley Josephs
 Knysna Municipality – Randall Bower

NGO’s

 Ward Councillor – Mandla Matiwane
 Concordia Primary school – principal and school governing body
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5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

In terms of Section 41 of the NEMA EIA regulations, the following minimum
requirement has been attended to under the Public Participation Process:

 Section 41(5b) – giving written notice

Owners / occupiers of land adjacent to the boundary of the site were informed
of the 30 day commenting period and their need to comment on the Draft BAR
and register as an I&AP via notification letters (Please see Annexure 1) of the
process. Authorities are automatically entered as Registered I&APs (unless they
indicate otherwise).

A site notice board has been placed at the site, inviting interested persons to
register as I&APs since 21st June 2019. Please see Annexure 3 for the site notice.

Authorities are automatically entered as Registered I&APs (unless they indicate
otherwise).

Other persons and organizations were informed of the need to register as I&APs
in order to be entered onto the I&AP data base and to continue to receive
information pertaining to this application, via an advert in the Knysna-Plet
Herald. Please see Annexure 2.

Only registered Interested and Affected Parties and NGOs will be notified
further in the process. Authorities were sent hard or CD copies of the Draft BAR
for their commenting purposes.

All registered stakeholders / I&APs were invited to comment on the proposal
between, 30 September 2019 – 29 October 2019.

All comments received have been included within the following section.  This is to be
submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning
Waste Management to comment on.

5.1 COMMENTS AND RESPONSE OF PRE-APPLICATION BAR

The following Public Participation Processes were followed with regards to the listed
activity:

The Knysna Municipality, ward councilors and the School Governing body were all
involved with the Pre-Application process. Notices have been hand delivered to all
surrounding residences and shack dwellers (21st June 2019, Annexure 1). A site notice
has been placed (21st June 2019, Annexure 3). A site meeting with the community
representatives was held (6 February 2019, please see Annexure 5).
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Consultations with the authorities to date have all been between the Department
Public Works, Department of Education, DEADP Waste Management and
Department of Water and Sanitation. During these consultations and meetings it was
determined that the waste found in the waste dump site is classified as Type 3 waste
(general of non-hazardous) and that a Waste Management License in terms of NEM:
WA process of closure and capping should be followed through DEADP Waste
Management as the competent authority.  Recommendations were made towards
the capping design as well as suggestions for further groundwater studies.

A site visit was undertaken by DEADP Waste Management on the 26th July 2016 to
assess the onsite situation and to provide further comments and/or recommendations
for the closure of this unlawful waste dump site.

The extensive pre-application meetings and consultations assisted to arrive at a
capping design that the Department of Water and Sanitation conditionally approved
(15 December 2017) (Appendix E & I).

This design and conditions did not meet the budgetary requirements of the
Department of Public Works and as such an alternative proposed design was put
forward to the Department of Water and Sanitation.

The Department of Water and Sanitation have then again conditionally approved
the engineering design (8 May 2018).

The final engineering design submitted to the Department of Water and Sanitation
addressed the conditions and requirements and was approved by the Department of
Water and Sanitation (22 January 2019) in order for the Department of Public Works
and Department of Education to include the capping and closing of the unlawful
waste dump site in their budget for the construction phase of the permanent school
on the adjacent site.

All recommendations and requirements were included and/or addressed during the
pre-application phase and/or to arrive at the approved capping design.

Pre-application BAR and associated documents were sent to DEADP Waste
management in August 2018 for initial comment.

The following chronological sequence of comments/concerns was received during
the pre-application phase (from most recent to historic):

Comments/concerns Response/Discussion
Concordia Primary School (2019/02/06)
When will they be able to occupy the newly built
school building?

Occupation of the new school can occur once the
school is deemed safe as per the municipal
requirements.  Occupation of the school is also
dependant on the closure and capping of the
unlawful waste disposal dump on erf 19624.  Closure
and capping of the WDS will be included in the
construction process of the school as to ensure that
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the school can be built and occupied as soon as
possible.

Will the adjacent (WDS) site be available for future use
as a sports field?

At the moment the site will not be suitable for
construction of a sports field.  This will depend on the
availability of funds and willingness of the Knysna
Municipality to assist the local community and / or
Concordia Primary school with construction of a sports
field or recreational park area that will meet with the
capping and waste licence requirements set by DWS
and DEADP.

Will the capped and closed WDS be safe and what
security measures will be in place to ensure that the
learners stay safe?

Yes, the entire WDS footprint will be fenced off from
the school site as well as neighbouring properties to
prevent unauthorized access to the site.  This will also
prevent continued unlawful dumping material.  Gas
ventilation will be installed to ensure no buildup of
potential hazardous gasses.  A cut-off trench will be
installed along the northern, eastern and south
eastern edge of the WDS to ensure that any potential
leachate is diverted away from the site and into the
municipal sewer system.

Department of Water and Sanitation (22/01/2019) –
Approval of the final engineering design.
The Department of Water and Sanitation approved
the closure and capping design in order to continue
with the waste management license application
process.

The Basic Assessment Process can now continue to
obtain the waste management license.

Department of Water and Sanitation (2018/05/08)
Comment on the proposed capping design.
Filtration and drainage compatibility between
adjacent soils and geotextile filters is to be
demonstrated for the toe drain and blanket drains by
specification of materials, similarly between sand and
slotted drainage pipe in the toe drain.

Noted and Incorporated in the Revised Engineering
Report (Appendix I) dated June 2018 that has been
approved by the Department of Water and Sanitation
(22 January 2019) See Appendix E & I.

Ventilation of the toe drain and gas drainage layer is
supported, but is to be isolated from sewer gases. The
adequacy of passive venting is to be demonstrated,
failing which active ventilation would be deemed
acceptable, with competent performance monitoring
as per the specialist recommendations in the design
report and its appendices.

Noted and Incorporated in the Revised Engineering
Report (Appendix I) dated June 2018 that has been
approved by the Department of Water and Sanitation
(22 January 2019) See Appendix E & I.

Veneer stability of the capping layer works on the
1v:2.5h slope is to be demonstrated including
consideration on interface shear between the
specified geotextile and compacted clay layers as
well as the topsoil specification. The slope angle is 22
degrees.

Noted and Incorporated in the Revised Engineering
Report (Appendix I) dated June 2018 that has been
approved by the Department of Water and Sanitation
(22 January 2019) See Appendix E & I.

Post construction completion in accordance with the
accepted design and conditions shall be certified by
the registered professional engineer.

Noted and will be implemented once construction is
completed.

The specification of products and systems by brand
name should be followed by “or equivalent”. The
standard specification for geosynthetic and natural
materials should be in accordance with SANS standard
specifications

Noted and will be implemented during construction
phase.
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Monitoring of the capped area gas emissions shall be
implemented, with automatic warning in the event of
safety threshold exceedance.

Gas and groundwater quality will be tested bi-
annually, during mid-summer and mid-winter at the
existing monitoring holes (boreholes).

Occupational Health and safety during construction
must include recognition of landfill gas risks.

Noted and Incorporated in the Revised Engineering
Report (Appendix I) dated June 2018 that has been
approved by the Department of Water and Sanitation
(22 January 2019) See Appendix E & I.

Department of Water and Sanitation comments
(15/12/2017) on the proposed capping design.
The Department of Water and Sanitation provided
comments and conditions for the proposed capping
design.

The Engineering report addressed the comments and
concerns raised by the Department of Water and
Sanitation to arrive at an alternative design. This
design was later disregarded by the Department of
Public Works and the Department of Education due to
the extreme high cost associated with capping the
WDS.

DEADP – Waste Management (11/08/2017) informs the
Department of Water and Sanitation on the
DEADP addressed correspondence to the Department
of Water and Sanitation to inform this Department that
scientific investigations confirmed that the waste
dump site (WDS) is to be classified as General Waste,
and only an access road and sports field will be
allowed on top of the WDS.

This meant that the school must be constructed on the
property adjacent to the WDS. The option for a sport
field over the waste site was considered but the
capping design and costs associated to include a
sport field is not within the Department Transport and
Public Works or Department of Education budgets.
The Knysna municipality will have to follow this up in
terms of their IDP.

Pre-Application consultation meetings between
various stakeholders (5/09/2016) & (14/03/2017)
During these consultation meetings various capping
design as well as environmental mitigation and
monitoring measures were discusses and agreed on to
be included into the Basic Assessment Process.

During these meeting it was established that the BAR
process to obtain a waste management license
should be submitted to DEADP Waste Management
and not DEA.

6 CONCLUSION

The comments received have all been accommodated in the Draft Basic Assessment
Process and incorporated into the EMPr where appropriate.  The commenting period
on the Draft BAR will conclude on 29 October 2019.  All comments and responses
received have been attached to the Public Participation Process Report and are
submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning –
Waste management for their comments.

It is important to remember the following with regards to the Environmental Impact
Assessment process:

 It is a process to ensure that any potential impacts associated with the listed
activity are identified so that they can be effectively assessed and where
possible, be mitigated. – resulting in no adverse impacts to the environment or
limiting any adverse impacts on the environment;

 The EIA process is to identify potential environmental issues and to address
these.


