
Municipality concerned about crime at Dias
beach

Yvonne Nel (57), 'n verpleegkundige van Brackenfell is verlede Vrydag helder oordag op Diasstrand deur 'n gewapende man oorval.

MOSSEL BAY NEWS - The Mossel Bay Municipality is concerned about the robberies that
occur sporadically at Dias beach, but this is a complex matter that is difficult to manage
within the parameters in which the municipality operates and the resour-ces at its disposal.

Crime prevention and control are, by law, not municipal competencies and the municipality is
not allowed to fulfil or duplicate functions that resort under another organ of state. It can
therefore not employ personnel to do crime prevention and control, as this is a function of the
SA Police.

While municipal law officers can arrest offenders if they are in the vicinity and observe the
crime being committed, their primary role is to enforce traffic laws and municipal by-laws.
To appoint additional law enforcement officers to do safety patrols on more than 20 beaches
in the municipal area as well as other crime hotspots, as has been suggested, would be
unaffordable for the ratepayers of Mossel Bay, who are responsible for funding municipal
operations through the rates and taxes they pay.

It should be noted that most of the crimes at Diaz beach occurred when people wander off on
their own to the remote area close to Louis Fourie Road and in front of the dunes which are
covered with vegetation and where it is easy for criminals to hide.

It has been suggested that the vegetation should be removed, but this is a listed activity for
which a number of public participation proces-ses have to be followed and the approval of
the environmental authorities has to be obtained.



This can also result in the destabilisation of the dune, and therefore other problems such as
sand blowing onto Louis Fourie Road and causing hazardous road conditions. This therefore
does not appear to be an option.

It has also been suggested that sign boards are erected to warn people of the dangers of crime.
Although the municipality will consider this at Dias beach, it is not convinced that this will
help much. The same goes for the handing out of pamphlets to warn beach users during the
main holiday periods.

The suggestion that the municipality should apply to have Dias beach declared a Blue Flag
beach is, apart from the considerable cost that the ratepayers will once again have to bear, not
considered a solution as just a section of the beach, mainly where the most people converge,
is reserved as a Blue Flag beach. Security services rendered when the beaches function as
Blue Flag beaches are to enforce municipal by-laws.

Crime is unfortunately not limited to certain areas. It can occur anywhere, even on a public
road such as Louis Fourie Road, as happened recently. It is important that people remain alert
for the sake of their own safety at all times, especially on remote or deserted beaches or
deserted streets, or even built-up areas.

Lifesavers will be on duty over weekends at Santos, De Bakke, Diaz, Hartenbos and Little
Brak River beaches until the end of April, but beach security is not one of their functions.


