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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

I Peter Nilssen, as the appointed independent archaeologist and specialist heritage 

practitioner hereby declare that I: 

 act/ed as the independent specialist in this application; 

 regard the information contained in this report as it relates to my specialist input/study to 

be true and correct, and 

 do not have and will not have any financial interest in the undertaking of the activity, 

other than remuneration for work performed in terms of the NEMA, the Environmental 

Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010 and any specific environmental management Act; 

 have and will not have no vested interest in the proposed activity proceeding; 

 have disclosed, to the applicant, EAP and competent authority, any material information 

that have or may have the potential to influence the decision of the competent authority 

or the objectivity of any report, plan or document required in terms of the NEMA, the 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010 and any specific environmental 

management Act; 

 am fully aware of and meet the responsibilities in terms of NEMA, the Environmental 

Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010 (specifically in terms of regulation 17 of GN No. R. 

543) and any specific environmental management Act, and that failure to comply with 

these requirements may constitute and result in disqualification;  

 am aware that a false declaration is an offence in terms of regulation 71 of GN No. R. 543. 

Note: The terms of reference must be attached. 

 

 
Signature of the specialist: 

 

Peter Nilssen 

Name of company:  

 

11 July 2013 

Date: 

 



 3 

1.  Introduction 
 
In accordance with an Interim Comment from Heritage Western Cape of 13 June 2013 
requesting an Archaeological Statement for the above-named development (HWC Case No 
121212RN12M), this author was appointed to conduct a site visit and to provide this 
statement regarding the potential impact on archaeological resources in the affected areas. 
 
Details concerning the study area, scope and nature of the proposed development is well 
known to Heritage Western Cape and is not repeated here (see Figures 1 through 3 and 
Plate 1). 
 

 
2.  Site Inspection and Results 
 
A detailed site inspection of the affected property was conducted on 11 July 2013.  The area 
was accessed by vehicle while the survey was done on foot.  The development site was 
examined with a focus on the impact of the activity on archaeological resources.  Survey 
tracks and photo localities were fixed with a hand held Garmin Camo GPS to record the 
investigated area (Figure 3).  The locations of photographs in Plates 1 are established by 
matching photo numbers with those in Figure 3.  Directions of views are given with compass 
bearing names on photographs.  Digital audio notes and a high quality, comprehensive 
digital photographic record were also made (full data set available from author on request). 
 
The study area is situated on a frontal dune that displays evidence of previous disturbance in 
the form of "vibracrete" walling, fencing, pedestrian tracks, building rubble, a "braai" 
structure, wooden staircase to beach and other large scale developments.  In their 16 May 
2013 response to Heritage Western Cape, HilLand showed through photographic evidence, 
that the whole dune area was bulldozed and levelled in the 1950s for future development of 
the land.  Examples of the affected environment are shown in Plate 1. 
 
No traces of archaeological sites, including shell middens were seen in the affected area 
though a few, potentially anthropogenic, fragments of marine shell were noted in the vicinity 
of the wooden staircase.  Numerous shell middens occur along this stretch of coast where 
this author has seen several shell layers eroding out of the frontal dune in the Little Brak 
River area.  It cannot be ruled out that shell midden materials and human remains lie buried 
in the dune sands in the proposed development area. 

 
 
3.  Recommendations 
 
Because no significant archaeological resources were identified in the affected area, it is 
recommended that no further heritage related investigations are necessary.  It is strongly 
recommended, however, that archaeological monitoring should be conducted by a 
professional archaeologist during vegetation clearing and earthmoving activities associated 
with the construction phase of the development.  This will avoid or minimize negative impact 
on sub surface archaeological or human remains.  It is recommended that archaeological 
monitoring should be written into the Construction Environmental Management Plan for the 
proposed residential development of Pansy Villas on Erf 5216.  Apart from this, and from an 
archaeological perspective, there are no objections to the authorisation of the proposed 
activity. 
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Figures and Plates (on following pages)  
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Figure 1. Location of study area relative to Mossel Bay, Western Cape Province.  Courtesy of Chief Directorate Surveys and Mapping. 
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Figure 2.  Pansy Villas location map. Courtesy of HilLand Environmental. 
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Figure 3. Affected area showing survey tracks (yellow) and photo localities (labelled red markers). See plate 1. 
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Plate 1.  Examples of the receiving environment (See Figure 3).   


